
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           December 31, 2017 
  
FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS  DAY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 40 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I am very aware of being an adult, and of the 
pressures and responsibilities that come with adulthood.  I am 
also aware of the persistent attraction of childhood, and the 
deep desire to avoid the pressures and responsibilities that 
being an adult entail.  I am convinced that being an adult is the 
proper thing to be.  However, I find that the desire for the 
relief I fantasize childhood to bring is never far away—I 
interpret you and the way you interact with me through it.  
This is especially true at Christmas, where the emphasis is on 
you being a Child, and that emphasis remains in my 
interpreting your effect on me as being to make me more 
childlike.  This focus denies me the gift you actually give me 
which Christmas celebrates: your helping me examine the guilt 
that creates the pressures of adulthood, and your assisting me 
in questioning the responsibilities that make being an adult so 
burdensome.  There is no lasting joy in the escape to 
childhood; only the need to be there, and the pressure to 
remain there, which easily morph into being a responsibility. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 2:22-40 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 28 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for January 7, 2018  
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 It is the time we consider the finances for our congregation for 
the coming year.  There is a letter giving information about this on 
the table in the coffee room, and also pledge cards. 
 Copies of the 2017-2018 Presbyterian Giving Catalog are on the 
table in the coffee room. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Richard Egan and Rizky Thomas. 
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Christmas 
We are all meant to be mothers of God. 
 What good is it to me 
   if this eternal birth of the divine son 
   takes place unceasingly 
   but does not take place within myself? 
 And, what good is it to me 
   if Mary is full of grace 
   if I am not also full of grace? 
  What good is it to me 
   for the Creator to give birth to the Son 
   if I do not also give birth to him 
   in my time and in my culture? 
 Then, this is the fullness of time: 
   when the Son of God is begotten in us. 

[Meister Eckhart (1260-1328), Medieval mystic and theologian] 

 
In the birth narratives in Matthew and Luke, Jesus goes from infancy 
to adulthood in a matter of a few verses. These narratives are not 
history, conveying an accurate chronology. They are mythology, 
seeking to connect us to an experience which is unfolding in our 
own life. What comes alive in us is a different mind from the mind 
into which we were socialized as children: our mind moralizes on us, 
and this mind does not. At its inception, this mind is fragile and 
vulnerable, as an infant would be, so the experience of not being 
judged for something wanes somewhat quickly. It is as though this 
mind has gone away (which is how it is depicted in Matthew when 
Jesus is taken to Egypt to escape Herod).  However, this mind 
returns and settles on the periphery of our life (Nazareth) where it 
quickly grows stronger. This mind lives on the edge of our conscious 
life and gives us insights in the form of a commentary on the way 
we interact with ourselves, informing us especially when we are 
judgmental. By doing so it invites us to consider how we might 
relate otherwise, encouraging us to wonder how we would be if we 
were less judgmental and more accepting, welcoming, curious and 
appreciative with regards to what we feel, think and do. 

          [Jim Robie: 12-28-17] 
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FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS  DAY  [Luke 2:1-40] 
  The oldest writings in the New Testament are the Gospel of 
Mark and some letters of Paul. There are no Christmas Stories or 
“infancy narratives” in any of these. “Infancy narratives” are only 
found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. These two stories are 
similar but not identical. What we are accustomed to reading at 
Christmas is an amalgamation of Matthew and Luke which 
combines the two stories into a unified and integrated historical 
narrative. When we read it, we believe we are reading history; 
what we need to know is that we are actually reading theology 
written in the thought-form of mythology. The infancy narratives 
are statements describing God’s activity in history, especially in our 
history. 

 The early church became convinced that God was involved 
directly and immediately in human life, influencing our life by 
taking up residence within us and “inducing” us from within. Induce 
means “to lead or move, as to a course of action, by means of 
influence or persuasion.” God is “under our skin,” inhabiting our 
life with us by being involved with our ability to think and to feel, 
with our imagination and our intelligence, with our capacity for 
awareness and perception. If we think of these abilities and 
capacities as being latent, hidden or unexpressed in us, the early 
church came to understand God as evoking or eliciting them. 
Through the arousing of these abilities and capacities God is 
constantly inviting us into a conscious participation in our own life. 
By stimulating these abilities and capacities God facilitates an 
exploration of the life that is ours, enabling us to think, feel and 
perceive beyond what is normal and customary for us. The story in 
Luke 1:26-38, the account of the interaction between Mary and the 
angel Gabriel, is an expression of the promise that God will be 
involved with us, and the conviction that God evokes our life by 
being so. What the story describes never happened objectively; 
what the story describes constantly happens subjectively. 

 In Luke 2:1-7, the statement is made that what was promised 
by the angel manifests in a common, ordinary human life. And 
then, in Luke 2:8-20, the story of the shepherds and the angels, and 
again in Luke 2:22-35, the story of Jesus being presented in the 

Temple and the interactions with Simeon, the meaning or purpose 
of what has become manifest is stated. The angels say to the 
shepherds: “…to you is born…a Savior….” In the Temple Simeon 
addresses God and says: “…my eyes have seen your salvation….” 
God’s way of interacting with us and of stimulating our life has the 
purpose of “saving” us, a word which in Greek means “to save, i.e. 
deliver or protect;” its root is “safe.” The question is: From what do 
we need to be saved? The accurate and generally misunderstood 
answer is we need to be protected or delivered from “sin,” a word 
which means “missing the mark.” The “mark” we miss is that of 
being the person we are in the present. We spend a lot of time and 
energy seeking to not be who we are, and instead seeking to be 
someone we are not, someone we have learned we should be or 
believe we need to be. We wear out from this effort, and God’s 
interaction with us is for the purpose of keeping us safe by making 
the effort unnecessary. 

 How this occurs is introduced in Luke 2:36-38. The prophet 
Anna “…speaks about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.” The word “redemption” refers to 
“something that ransoms us by loosening what binds us.” This is 
accomplished by “breaking apart [what binds us] into its constituent 
particles.” By being involved with our ability to think and to feel, 
with our imagination and our intelligence, with our capacity for 
awareness and perception, God makes available to our 
consciousness those ideas, feelings, conclusions or events from our 
past which bind us to ways of living that are no longer useful, helpful 
or needed. These enter our awareness where they can be examined 
and broken into their constituent parts, so they can be looked at 
and understood, and then modified or released as needed. As this 
“work” proceeds it becomes less necessary to adhere to what we 
were taught as to how to feel and think and act, less necessary to 
abide by conclusions reached in childhood, less important to remain 
bound by events that impacted us as children. We become more 
able to inhabit the life we are actually living in the present, which 
means we wear out less from working to be someone we are not 
and not be the person we are. Simeon in the Temple describes this 
way God has of interacting with us as being “a light for revelation” 



to everyone. The way God relates to us manifests the truth of God’s 
intention for anyone. 

 Simeon says [verses 34-35] “This child [this mind] is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” If we 
elaborate the Greek in these two verses the ideas come out as 
follows: 

 
 

The way this mind relates to us encourages us to continually 
refer back to ourselves in a reflective and reflexive way, which 
encourages awareness of the person we are. It does not 
encourage us to overcome ourselves in an attempt to master 
ourselves, or to be passive with regard to ourselves. Our 
participation in this self-reflective way of relating to ourselves 
will bring about the downfall of the inflated and blustering way 
we see ourselves, a downfall which will be followed by the 
arising of a more expanded sense of our self. This self-reflective 
way of being related to ourselves will be something that is 
argued about, debated and questioned, and in the process our 
thoughts and feelings will be exposed and considered, and we 
will be taken on a journey which explores the way we think of 
ourselves and perceive ourselves. This journey will likely 
disunite us forcefully. However, in the process this way of being 
related to ourselves will expand its influence on us, and will 
increase in vigor. Knowledge of the practical things of our life 
will become available to us. But most importantly, the 
graciousness of God will continually permeate this way of being 
related to ourselves. 

 
 

  At Christmas we celebrate the inception of a different way of 
being related to ourselves, which we are describing by referring to 
it as a “mind,” and distinguishing by referring to it as the mind of 
God as God’s mind incarnates in human life. This mind is different 
from the mind we internalized as children, in that it does not 

moralize on us, but instead focuses on comprehending us and 
appreciating us. This mind grows within us, and slowly guides us into 
the experience of the fullness of our life. 

 [Jim Robie, 12-28-17, 1st after Christmas Day, Cycle B, Luke 2:1-40] 


